
History at Alexandra 
Park



IntentIntent 

At Alexandra Park Junior School, we want our pupils to develop a passion and love of 
history.  We want history to ignite their natural curiosity of their own personal history 
and of the world around them.  We believe it is important for children to have a 
breadth of opportunities to explore history through a combination of experiences, images, 
artefacts and sources.  It is our belief that history helps pupils understand the process 
of change, diversity of societies, their own identity and the challenges of the present. Our 
knowledge and skills progression map has been developed to meet the needs of all 
learners because we want all children to make links between history and other areas of 
the curriculum – we know this will help them to deepen their knowledge and skills. The 
teaching of historical vocabulary and terminology is explicitly taught and interwoven 
within the curriculum. These core values are at the heart of the curriculum with the aim 
of personalising the learning experience for our pupils and building their cultural capital.  

We want our historians to: 
-Ask perceptive questions and develop deeper thinking 
-Think critically 
-Weigh and synthesise evidence 
-Analyse and examine historical perspectives 
-Form and justify own ideas



IntentImplementation 

Our curriculum is founded on the National Curriculum and has been tailored to meet the specific needs of our learners, taking into 
account the distinctive features of our local area and community. A personalised curriculum, which is closely linked to other areas of 
the curriculum, has been developed in order to broaden our pupils’ knowledge and skills of their relevant personal, local and world 
history. Examples include: each year group learns a different aspect of their local area’s history regarding the industrialisation of 
Oldham; a unit focused on the British Empire and slavery links which help pupils understand issues in their community today and 
Year 6 study the Islamic Ancient Civilisation which builds on the majority’s knowledge of their own faith. We have strong links to 
our feeder school, Glodwick Infants, in order to build on and consolidate prior learning. As a way of aiding long-term memory 
retention, knowledge and skills are systematically developed across the key stage and there is a clear progression of knowledge, skills 
and understanding across the key strands of history: chronology, local study, historical key skills, beyond 1066, Ancient Ancients, 
Ancient Greece and civilisations from 1000’s of years ago.  It is important that it is clear for each unit what key knowledge and 
skills pupils will learn and this is shared with pupils and families through the use of knowledge maps which are shared on the 
website and sent home. 

History topics are taught in 3 elements: 

Element 1 – A general introduction to the unit, looking at relevance, timelines and world maps in relation to other areas they have 
learned about previously. 

Element 2 – A case study which could be about a specific period, important person, place or specific aspect to life style. 

Element 3 – Cause and consequence 

History will be taught in a ‘block’ 3 times a year for each year group.  By teaching in a ‘blocked’ way it allows the curriculum to be 
designed in a way that there is an intensive focus on history for a small number of weeks. 

As in all our curriculum areas, we emphasise the importance on making ‘learning links’ where at the start of each unit we find out 
what pupil’s already know using the terminology ‘learning link to self-learning, link to the wider world and learning link to texts’.  
Once we build on their existing knowledge we constantly revisit through ‘retrieval’ sessions, whereby teachers retrieve knowledge and 
skills already learnt from all units previously learnt in these sessions.  These sessions also allow further opportunity to address 
misconceptions and provide intervention to gaps in knowledge.  

Once a unit has been completed, pupils will complete an activity that helps pupils to recall the learning taught in the unit.  This takes 
place in different forms such as quizzes, presentations, videos or even display.  The main focus is to present their learning.



Impact 

By placing enjoyment and achievement at the heart of the History 
curriculum, we are broadening our pupils’ horizons and highlighting the 
relevance of history to their own lives. Progression of both knowledge 
and skills across the Key Stage secures pupils’ understanding of the key 
strands of history, as well as promoting independence using a range of 
sources for information. We believe that our history curriculum lays 
solid foundations for our pupils to build on as they move in to Key 
Stage 3. 

Impact may be measured in a variety of ways, including: 
•book scrutiny 
•planning scrutiny 
• learning walks 

• lesson observations and pop-ins 

• staff and pupil voice questionnaires 

•data analysis (December and June)





Progression of Knowledge and Skills KS2– CHRONOLOGY

 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6

Chronologi
cal 

Understand
ing

1)Place the time studied 
on a timeline. 
2) Sequence events or 
artefacts. 
3) Sequence key years/
events or 
dates on a timeline.

1) Place events from 
period studied on a 
timeline. 
2) Use terms related 
to the period and 
begin to date events. 
3) Use more complex 
terms 
e.g. BC (Before Christ) 
and AD 
(Anno Domini).

1) Place current study 
on a timeline in 
relation to other 
studies. 
2) Know and sequence 
key events of a time 
studied. 
3) Use relevant terms 
and period 
labels. 
4) Relate current 
studies to previous 
studies. 
5) Make comparisons 
between 

1) Place current study 
on time line 
in relation to other 
studies. 
2) Use relevant dates 
and terms. 
3) Sequence up to ten 
events on a 
time line.



Progression of Knowledge and Skills KS2– historical knowledge

 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6

Historical 
Knowledge

1) Find out about the 
everyday lives of 
people in the time 
studied and make 
comparisons with our 
lives today. 2) 
Identify reasons for 
and results of 
people’s actions. 3) 
Understand why 
people may have had 
to do something

1) Use evidence to 
reconstruct life in 
time studied.  
2) Offer a reasonable 
explanation for some 
events.

1) Study the 
experiences of 
different groups of 
people during the time 
studied e.g. men and 
women; rich or poor.

1) Find out about 
beliefs, behaviours 
and characteristics of 
people recognising 
that not everyone 
shares the same 
views and feelings.  
2) Know Key dates, 
characters and events 
of time studied.  
3) Compare and 
contrast period 
studied with another 
ancient civilisation 
already studied.



Progression of Knowledge and Skills KS2– historical interpretation

 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6

Historical 
Interpretat

ions

1) Identify and give 
reasons for 

different ways in 
which the past is 

represented. 
2) Distinguish between 
different sources and 

evaluate their 
usefulness e.g. 

museum artefacts, 
books, cartoons etc. 

 

1) Evaluate the 
usefulness of 

different resources. 
2) Understand that 

sources can 
contradict each other. 

 

1) Compare accounts 
of events from 

different sources e.g. 
fact or 
fiction. 

2) Offer some reasons 
for different versions 

of events e.g. mill 
owner’s account of 

factory life vs 
factory worker) 

 

1) Evaluate source and 
work out 

how conclusions were 
arrived at. 

2) Evaluate different 
interpretations 

e.g. fact, fiction and 
opinion. 

3) Be aware that 
different evidence will 

lead to different 
conclusions.



Progression of Knowledge and Skills KS2– historical enquiry

 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6

Historical 
Enquiry

1) Use a range of sources to 
find 

out about a period. 
2) Select and record 

information 
relevant to the area of 

enquiry. 
3) Begin to use the library 

and ICT for research. 
 

1) Use sources of information 
in 

ways that go beyond simple 
observations to answer 

questions 
about the past. 

2) Use a variety of resources 
to find 

out about aspects of life in 
the past. 

3) Use the library and ICT 
for research. 

4) Choose relevant material 
to present a picture of one 

aspect of 
the past e.g. research 

Egyptian 
farming. 

 

1) Examine causes and 
results of 

great events and the impact 
on 

people. 
2) Compare an aspect of life 

with 
the same aspect in another 

period 
e.g. School life. 

3) Begin to identify primary 
and 

Secondary sources. 
4) Confident use of library 

and ICT for research. 
 

1) Address and sometimes 
devise 

historically valid questions 
about 

change, cause, similarity and 
difference, and significance. 

2) Construct informed 
responses that involve 

thoughtful 
selection and organisation of 

relevant historical 
information. 

3) Recognise primary and 
secondary 

Sources confidently. 
4) Bring knowledge gathered 

from a 
range of sources together 

into a 
fluent account.



Progression of Knowledge and Skills KS2– organisation and presentation
 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6

Organisation 
and 

Presentation

1) Use and understand 
appropriate 

Historical vocabulary e.g. 
Stone Age, Iron Age, Hunter 
Gatherer, Spartan, Athenian, 

temples, Empire. 
2) Present, communicate and 

organise ideas about the 
past using a variety of art 
forms e.g. models, drama, 
role play and also different 
genres of writing (Y3 focus) 
e.g. letters, recounts, poems, 
adverts, diaries, posters and 

guides. 
 

1) Use and understand 
appropriate 

Historical vocabulary to 
communicate information 
such as ruled, reigned, 

empire, invasion, 
conqueror, kingdoms. 

2) Present, communicate and 
organise ideas about the 

past using a variety of art 
forms e.g. models, drama, 

role play and also different 
genres of writing (Y4 

focus) e.g. letters, recounts, 
poems, adverts, diaries, 

posters and guides. 
 

1) Begin to use abstract 
terms such as social, 

economic, cultural, 
revolution (industrial). 

2) Present communicate and 
organise ideas from the 

past using detailed 
discussion and debates and 

also different genres of 
writing such as 

instructions, accounts, 
diaries, letters, information/

travel guides, 
posters, news reports. 

3) Provide an account of a 
historical event based upon 

more than one 
source. 

 

1) Know and show a good 
understanding of historical 

Vocabulary including 
abstract 

terms such as democracy, 
civilisation, social, political, 

economic, cultural, and 
religious. 

2) Present, communicate 
and organise ideas from 

the past using 
Detailed discussion and 

debates and also different 
genres of writing such as 

instructions, accounts, 
diaries, letters, information/
travel guides, posters, news 

reports. 
3) Plan and present a self-

directed 
project about the period 

studied.



Each class has a timeline displayed in the classroom.  On the timeline, 
key periods of history are marked to show children what they have 
learned, are currently learning and will learn across the Key Stage 2 
curriculum.  It is colour-coded so children can identify the progression 
across school. 

Teachers will also have a topic working wall.  On this working wall 
they will display prompts to support learning in lessons, key 
vocabulary, current knowledge mats and share good work to encourage 
high standards.



Displays
Displays are very important to 
our History based topics.  
They are a place to record 
our though ts , ideas and 
reflections.  They also play a 
key role for retrieval and 
being able to see them helps 
us to remember previous 
topics.



Retention and RetrievalFollowing recent research and Rosenshine’s principles we place a high priority on ensuring 
what we teach ‘sticks’. 

We have weekly ‘retrieval’ sessions 
where we get a chance to recall a 
previously taught topic, that year or 
previous years including in the 
Infant school. At the end of each 
topic we review what we have 
learned.  We have a session that 
summarises, evaluates and applies 
knowledge and skills learnt. At the 
start of each topic we make learning 
links to anything we have learned 



Each unit is compromised of what we call our 3C’s: Concepts, Composites and Components 
 

For History, the composite is the big question in each unit and the components are the enquiry questions that come 
together to answer that composite: 

 



Chronology 
Chronology is the study of the big picture 

and the sequencing of events, stories, 
pictures and periods over time to help 

understand how different times relate to each 
other and contribute to a coherent 

understanding of the past. Children build up 
a sense of how periods and events fit 
together in sequence and develop an 

understanding of historical language and 
terminology.

Continuity and Change 
Continuity and Change is about developing 

an understanding of the idea that some 
things change while others, both old and 

new, stay the same. A house for example will 
both have doors and windows (continuity) 
but what those doors are made of and how 
they work will be different (change). Another 
key aspect of this concept is to challenge 

these ideas and look for change where 
common sense suggests that there has been 
none and looking for continuities where we 

assume that there was change. We can then 
use these to judge and make comparisons 
between two points in the past, or between 
some point in the past and the present. We 

can then evaluate change over time using the 
ideas of progress and decline.

Similarity and Difference 
Similarity and difference is based upon an 

understanding of the complexity of people’s 
lives, differing perspectives and relationships 
between different groups. Asking how similar 

or different allows pupils to draw 
comparisons across people, their 

perspectives, motivations and actions as well 
as across time and space, helping children to 
develop a greater understanding of modern 
global society. Similarity and difference is 

important for helping children move beyond 
stereotypical assumptions about people in 
the past and to recognise and analyse the 

diversity of past experience

Significance 
Historical significance focuses on 

recognising why a person of event is of 
importance. Children are encouraged to 

evaluate the relevance of the contribution of 
different individuals or how an event came to 

affect future generations.



Cause and Consequence  
Cause and Consequence is a central concept 

that shapes historical thinking and 
understanding. Focusing on why events 

occurred or why people acted as they did as 
well as the results of these acts is a 

fundamental focus within history. We cannot 
consider significant individuals or events 

without investigating motivation. 
Why did they act as they did? Why did this 

event occur? What were the consequences of 
these actions? 

This concept allows children to create 
connections and construct informed 

responses by tracing the ripples through time. 
It is also linked to chronology as it helps 
children to recognise change across time

Interpretation 
Interpretation is one of the concepts that is 
specific to history and makes it distinct as a 

subject. Children must understand that 
history is not black and white but rather 

shades of grey. There are no right answers 
but rather different versions of the truth. This 

concept recognises both the subjective 
nature of historical evidence and the validity 
of multiple narrators. Children understand 

that primary evidence, including oral history, 
is not necessarily objective, but depends on 

why the account was created. They also 
become aware that the different stories 
about the same event can both be true, 
depending on the point of view of the 
narrator. This concept considers the 

reliability of evidence looking at fact, bias or 
point of view.

Migration and Diversity 
Diversity is based on an understanding of the past of the many individual experiences 
and localities in order to establish a broadly based understanding of the past. In the 

same way that the big picture relates to local, national and world dimension. Diversity 
needs to include an appreciation of experiences from rich and poor, men, women and 

children and different ethnic groups and different period of the past



It is through these themes that key historical 
terms are embedded throughout KS2…
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Year 3 
Victorian Oldham 

Autumn 2

We visit Portland Basin 
museum to explore a 
Victorian street with a 

school, house and shop.

Exploring life in workhouses for 
children and even tasting gruel!  We 

compare schools back then with what 
schools are like now.

Our Christmas production 
is based on Charles 
Dicken’s tales set in 

Victorian times that we 
learn in our reading 

lessons.

We learned 
what games 

Victorian 
children 

would play.

Now Press Play 
experiences help 

us to 
understand life 

in victorian 
Oldham

We 
summarise 

our learning.





Year 3 
Ancient Egypt 

Spring 1

We have a 
visit from a 
puzzle Tomb 
so we can 
explore what 
a tomb 
would be 
like and 
solve 
puzzles to 
escape!

To learn about papyrus 
paper and hieroglyphics we 

make some of our own.
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Year 3 
The Stone Age 

Summer 1

We complete brain builders 
to help prepare us for our 

new topics.

We use maps to look at the 
changing landscapes and 

places of historical 
importance.

Word aware is 
used in our 
lessons.  We 

identify Goldilocks 
words that will 
need teaching in 

the unit.

We create timelines to help us to 
understand how long ago the Stone 

Age was.  We also learn about 
BCE and CE.

We make Stone Age 
settlements to learn what 

resources were available to 
Stone Age people and how 

resourceful they were.





Year 4 
Roman Britain 

Autumn 1

We bring the topic to 
life through dress up 

days. 

If we can’t visit 
a Roman we have 

one visit us to 
answer our 
questions!

We compare the 
Roman Times to 
Britain today so 
we understand 
similarity and 

change. 

We explore 
significant 

individuals and 
talk about why 

they are important.

We learn 
about 
when 
things 

happened 
and 

discuss 
what else 

was 
happening 

at the 
same time 

in 
different 
places





Year 4 
Anglo Saxons and Scots 

Summer 1

We complete brain builder 
projects to prepare us for 

our next topics.

We discover where the 
Anglo Saxons came from 

and why they invaded 
Britain.

We are historians and 
discover about the past 

through looking at artefacts.

When learning about how the 
Anglo Saxons defended themselves 
against the Vikings and Scots, we 
design and make our own shields.

We learn about the impact 
the Anglo Saxons had on 
Britain and the influence 
they had on life today.

I enjoy topic because we 
do fun things and I 

always learn from them.
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Year 5 
Ancient Greeks 

Autumn 1

We have a visit 
from a Greek 

theatre to learn 
about Greek 

culture.

I enjoy it when we learn 
it for a few weeks in a 

block.

We develop our 
chronological 

understanding by 
sequencing 

important events.

We explore daily 
life to learn more 

about who the 
Greeks were.
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Year 5 
Vikings 
Spring 1

We complete brain builders 
to help prepare us for our 

new topics.

We have a visit to help us 
learn more about Viking life, 
battles and explore artefacts.

I enjoy topic because our 
teachers always find a 

way to make it fun!

Homework helps me the 
most because I can do it 
better and learn about it 

more.

We learn about the lives 
of ordinary Vikings – 
how did they live?

We discuss cause 
and consequence of 
the Viking migration 
– why did they come 
to Britain and what 
were the effects of 

that?





Year 5 
The British Empire 

Summer 1

We learn about which 
countries were part of the 

British Empire.

Using maps, we locate the 
trade triangular.

We discuss the different 
reasons for the decline of 

the British Empire.

We investigate why people 
immigrated to the United 

Kingdom.

Then we celebrate the 
contribution immigrants have 
made to British society, both 

past and present.

We use technology all the 
time to help us research 

all about the British 
Empire.

I learned how people at 
this time bought slaves.

We keep our timeline and 
chronology skills sharp by 
always creating new mini-

timelines for each unit.
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Year 6 
Crime and Punishment 

Autumn 2

To help us compare crime 
and punishments from 

Roman times to now we 
made our own Roman curse 

tablets.

We visit the Dungeons in 
Blackpool to explore crime 

and punishment through the 
ages.

We present our learning in 
different ways.

I enjoy topic because it is 
interesting, entertaining and you 

can learn things you didn’t 
already know.

We 
review 

our 
learning 
through 
creating 
our own 
quizzes!





Year 6 
Islamic Civilisation 

Summer

We complete brain 
builders to help 

prepare us for our 
new topics.We discover 

key figures 
in 

Baghdad’s 
history and 
debate the 
influence 
they had.

Building on Fair Trade 
from Year 4, we revisit 
the silk road and how 
it helped Baghdad to 

grow.

To develop our 
understanding of causation, 
we look at the attack from 
Mongolia and the impact on 

Baghdad.

As with every topic we 
investigate where the 

Islamic Civilisation lies 
in World history and 

compare it with Britain.

We look at the impact developments 
in this time had on the rest of the 

world.

We do drama and 
practical work such as 

experiencing how to trade 
on the Silk road.



�38

Whole School 
Local History Study Project

Year 3’s project is to 
discover more about 

Alexandra Park, why it 
was built and it’s history.

Year 4’s project is to 
investigate houses in the 
local area.  They learn 
which time period they 

were built and how 
homes have changed.

Year 5’s project is to learn 
about Peterloo and 

Oldham’s political history.

Year 6’s project is to 
enquire about the impact 

of World War 2 on 
Oldham.


